Wavelet 
Analyses of insolation and planktonic 51SO records from ODP 677, ODP 806, and SPECMAP (Fig. 2) show that all frequencies have strongly time dependent amplitudes. In some of the records, the ~20 kyr periodicity exhibits a beating pattern (w•th a period of ~100 kj;r), similar to that of insolation at 65øN (where the beating is caused by an interaction of 19 and 23 kyr periods). This is particularly clear in the SPECMAP record. Note that the beating of the ~20 kyr cycle is not associated with any particular power in the ~100 kyr period band. (Fig. 2) .
In the region of time-frequency space near 800-900 ka, a ,,•75 kyr cycle emerges in the ODP 677 and 806 5•s0 records. In the SPECMAP record the transition has a similar form, but, it appears slightly later, and initially with a shorter period, than in the ODP records. As discussed above, we know that this is most likely due to a distorted time scale in this part of the SPECMAP record. However, it is important to note that the overall pattern-a mid-Pleistocene onset followed by a drift toward longer periods into the late Pleistocene -is common to all three of the 5•s0 records.
